The Blues Ambassador
Bringing you the best in Mid-Michigan blues!

19 Years and We Are Still Brawlin’
Sure, nineteen years is a long time to keep a brawl
going, but if you’re going to brawl, we can’t think of a
more enjoyable way to do it! Most of our members are
likely familiar with the Capital Area Blues Society’s Blues
Brawl, but if you still aren’t privy to the concept, here’s
the rundown...

The Blues Brawl is an annual event where local and
Michigan bands “duke it out” in a fierce, friendly
competition for the chance to represent Mid-Michigan
in the International Blues Challenge (IBC) based in
Memphis, Tennessee. This year’s Blues Brawl will be held
Sunday, October 9th from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Green
Door Bar & Grille. Winners of the Blues Brawl will be
awarded a donation to help offset their IBC trip expenses
and an opportunity to play at Michigan BluesFest.
Last year, acoustic duo Hilger & DeVos walked away
with a Blues Brawl win for the Solo/Duo Category, while
Big B & the Actual Proof picked up the win under Band
Category. Both did well in Memphis during the IBC with
Big B & the Actual Proof finishing in the semi-finals.
“Word came in the early morning that we had moved on
to the semi-finals,” said Brian Burleson, frontman for Big
B & the Actual Proof, “We were even more honored by
the fact that several good acts we’d seen had surprisingly
not made the cut.”
Yup, we’re still lookin’ for bands!
We currently have some competitors already enlisted
for this year’s event, but we still have room for a couple
more. If you have a band or a solo/duo act that would
like to compete, visit capitalareablues.org and click on
the Blues Brawl tab to find out how to join the brawl.

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE CAPITAL AREA BLUES SOCIETY
The Capital Area Blues Society (CABS) is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization
dedicated to the preservation, promotion, education, and enjoyment of blues music.
Blues lovers of the world, unite and get involved!
Email CABS at cabsblues@gmail.com or talk to a board member
to find out how you can support blues in the Capital City.
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Capital Area Blues Society Membership
If you have questions about membership, need a replacement card,
would like to renew, or become a new member, contact
CABS Membership Coordinator Deb Biehler at dbiehler1952@gmail.com.
You can also connect with us at cabsblues@gmail.com
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The Blues Ambassador is published
periodically by CABS, is mailed to current
members and is available at various
distribution locations. Reproduction of written
copy only (no photographs) is allowed only
if credited “As appeared in the Capital Area
Blues Society (Lansing, MI) newsletter, The
Blues Ambassador.” The opinions expressed
do not necessarily reflect those of CABS.
CABS does not assume liability for unsolicited
manuscripts or materials, which must be
accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to be returned.
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WMMQ-94.9FM, Lansing, MI – wmmq.com
Capital City Blues Cruise – Sundays, 7pm – 10pm
Host: Scott Allman, well known in Mid-Michigan as a blues
musician himself along with 30+ years as a radio personality.
WRSR-103.9FM, Flint, MI – classicfox.com
Buick City Blues – Sundays, 8am – 10am
Host: Sweet Willie Tea, a one man band blues musician and of
founder of Flint’s Buckam Alley Theatre.
WCMU-89.5FM, Mt. Pleasant, MI – radio.wcmu.org
The Juke Joint – Sundays, 8pm – 11pm
Host: Robert Barclay, dubbed the “Duke of Juke”, he includes
nearly a century’s worth of blues history on his show.
Nightside Jazz & Blues, Monday – Saturdays, 11pm – 2am
Feature: One of the longest running programs on WCMU
featuring a mix of jazz and blues.
WGVU-88.5FM, Grand Rapids, MI – wgvunews.org
Friday Night Blues, Fridays 9pm – 5am
Beale Street Caravan, Saturday 5am – 6am & 6 – 7pm
Traveling Blues, Saturday 7pm – 9pm
Saturday Night Blues, Saturdays 9pm – 3am
Blues Before Sunrise, Sundays 3am – 6am
WEMU-89.1FM, Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor – wemu.org
From Memphis to Motown - Saturdays, 1pm – 4pm
Big City Blues Cruise - Sundays, 5pm – 7pm

“

The Blues are the true facts of life
expressed in words and song,
		
inspiration, feeling, and understanding.
				
– Willie Dixon

“

Mail: Capital Area Blues Society
P.O. Box 1004
Okemos MI 48805-1004

Below is a list of some
our favorite blues based
programs that can be
found on the radio dial.
We know there are plenty
more out there, so if you
know about one that isn’t
listed, let CABS know
about it by emailing us at cabsblues@gmail.com.
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Finicky Palette Reminds Me How Blessed I Am

By Daedalian Lowry

Ahhhh,Thanksgiving! It’s that time of year when we
gobble gobble — yes, I said it... when we gobble
gobble copious amounts of turkey, various cranberry
concoctions, a couple slices of pumpkin pie, and
whatever that dish is that your cousin Sally brought.
C’mon, you know the dish I’m talking about; the green
mystery meat with all the marshmallows in it!
Seriously, what is that thing?!
Alright, cards on the table, I have a pretty damn finicky
palette. Remember that kid who would always be sitting
there with a pile of green peas in front of them two hours
after everyone else already finished dinner? The same
kid that would stare down their plate in attempt to make
it disappear like that other kid from Twilight Zone when
he didn’t like someone. I’m talking about the kid who
would blubber in the last three bites of meatloaf, praying
someone with parental authority would have mercy and
grant them clemency for time served at the kitchen table.
Yeah, that kid, that was me.
Regardless of how picky I was/am, to me Thanksgiving
always kind of seemed like a holiday dedicated to
eradicating the cupboards and fridge of any and every
mediocre food item no one cared to eat through the
year. I mean, Turkey? Can you really trust an avian menu
item that knocks you out faster than a left hook from
Evander Holyfield? And what about cranberries? Out of
any food item ending in “berry”, cranberry would have
ranked lowest on my ‘Berry Good Top Ten List’! If you put
fruit and veggies at opposite ends of a continuum scale,
the flavor of cranberry falls somewhere past fruit, but
falls short of being a veggie. I seriously almost did a web
search to verify its a fruit, but I’m going to trust my gut
on this one and say it is — maybe.
Anyway, by now, your probably asking yourself, “What
is with this dude’s food rant?” Well, I’m glad you asked
and I greatly appreciate your inquisitive nature. Now
that I’ve sufficiently illustrated my, uh, let’s call it “lack of
enthusiasm” for Thanksgiving fare, I will also tell
you this...
I don’t like Thanksgiving, I love it!
And part of the reason I love Thanksgiving is
because of all that mediocre food. I can recall
a Thanksgiving where I found myself staring at
my plate of mediocrity and thinking about
how “boring” it was and that’s when it hit
me. I realized how truly blessed I am that I
actually have the luxury to be find my food
“boring”. I know it’s an odd way to look at

it, but I don’t have to worry about where my next meal
is going to come from or decide what bills to pay so
that I can eat for a month. And yeah, that is a blessing.
Hopefully, I don’t need to tell you that not everyone has
that luxury. I think we’re all aware of that by now. Like
me, I’m sure if you could snap your fingers and solve the
world’s hunger problem, you would. However, since we
still haven’t found Aladdin’s magic lamp, we help out
where we can, right? And CABS has been helping out
for almost two decades through Breaking Bread with the
Blues. Now, in the spirit of transparency and because I
would feel remiss if I didn’t mention it, yes a portion of
the proceeds does help CABS with event expenses
and other odds and ends, but otherwise Breaking
Bread’s main mission is to raise food and funds for
the Greater Lansing Food Bank.
“This will be the 18th year that Breaking
Bread with the Blues offers an opportunity
for CABS members and blues music lovers to
enjoy some great blues music while providing
Continued on page 4

The Blues Ambassador / October 2022

3

Continued from page 3

MEMBER BANDS

some much needed support to our community,” said
CABS President, Anita McDaniel, “Last year’s event
raised 302 pounds of food and $380 in cash donations.”

Billy Joe Hunt
ynllcub@gmail.com
DedFoot Band
jdeason517@gmail.com • wilpruittmusic@gmail.com
Dee Jones
dee.a.jones737@gmail.com
Don Linde
donlindemusic@gmail.com
Frog and the Beeftones • 3Guineas and a Frog
beeftonezone@aol.com
Further Adventures of Fatboy & Jive Turkey
hallbenjamin101@gmail.com
Gina Garner and the All Night Long Band
gryphon688@mac.com
Kathleen and the Bridge St. Band
kathleen.mb@att.net
Root Doctor
margemoon@gmail.com
Scott Ammon
scottammon@comcast.net
Stan Budzynski & Third Degree
stan@guitarmanproductions.com
Sunny Bleau & the Moons
lessons@coccomusic.com
Tomas Esparza Blues Band
dludington06@comcast.net
Join or renew to be listed here
and on the CABS website!
Fill out the form on pg. 8
or join online at capitalareblues.org.

IF YOU HAVE A STORY IDEA...
We would love to hear about it,
or if you like to write yourself,
feel free to submit your story to the Blues Ambassador at
cabsblues@gmail.com
We invite all of our CABS members to become involved and help
keep the blues alive in the Capital City!

Is this your ad?
Nope, but it could’ve been!
We had this extra space in our newsletter with nothing to put here.
It would’ve been a great place for your business or service ad!
Visit the last page of this newsletter to found
out how to become a CABS business sponsor.
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Each year, Breaking Bread with the Blues takes place
the Sunday before Thanksgiving. So, according to my
calculations, that’ll be November 20th this year. Now that
you know, stop reading this for a moment, pull out your
phone and put that date into your calendar app. Or, if
you’re oldschool, mark your calendar. However, you keep
track of your life, CABS hopes you’ll stop into the Green
Door on that date because your support is what makes
events like this worth doing.
“It is inspiring to see the community come together
and support such a critical mission of helping alleviate
hunger,” said Michelle Lantz, CEO of Greater Lansing
Food Bank, “Giving in this way not only helps put food
on the table but also puts hope in the hearts of our midMichigan community.”
To join CABS for Breaking Bread with the Blues on Sunday,
November 20th, bring a non-perishable food item and
a $10 donation. Doors will be open starting at 3 p.m.
While we hope to see you at the Green Door, if you can’t
make it in person, we hope you’ll consider making a
personal donation to the Greater Lansing Food Bank at
GreaterLansingFoodBank.org.
To keep up-to-date on this CABS event or other
events, visit us on Facebok at CABSblues or stop by
our website CapitalAreaBlues.org.

Thank you for your
support of CABS!
Brian & Kathy Bracey
Lynne Martinez
Steve Smith
Kevin & Liz Charbonneau
Jackson National Life
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Blues in Review

Marcus King Amps Up
Classic Rock Vibe on “Youngblood”
By Larry Grudt

Ambassador Blues Quiz
“Hound Dog” became one of
Elvis Presley’s signature songs.
However, three years prior to his recording,
this female R&B singer reached
#1 with the same tune on
Billboard’s Rhythm & Blues Records.
Who was the singer and what year
did she hit the charts with “Hound Dog”?
To find the answer, search and look to the right of the Green Door
sponsor ad located within this edition of The Blues Ambassador.

BOARD MEETINGS
The Capital Area Blues Society
meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
at various Mid-Michigan locations.
Members of the public are welcome.
To find out where we are meeting next,
email us at cabsblues@gmail.com.
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Reaching back into
the music he grew
up on, Marcus King
brings forth a biting
testimony of his last
couple of years.
Utilizing the big amp
sound of the 60’s that
he listened to and
learned to emulate
while spinning his
father’s records,
King’s loud powerful
guitar and emotional
lyrics are the cathartic release he needs. This work, like
the music of the 60’s, is meant to be heard with the
volume cranked.
Young Blood is the second time he has teamed up with
producer Dan Auerbach of the Black Keys; the first
effort was the Grammy nominated “El Dorado” named
after his dad’s Epiphone El Dorado guitar that he use
to play when his professional, blues playing father
wasn’t looking.
For the moment King has departed from the jam band
style, with long, improvised licks that we heard when he
recorded and played live with The Marcus King Band.
He hasn’t given up the blues but re-explores it through
the sounds he knew from his early years. As you listen,
you’ll hear echoes of CCR, Grand Funk Railroad and
Free, among others. Like most blues music this is about
hard times, struggles and loss. But rather than selfpity, he likens it to someone in AA telling their story of
redemption in order to help someone else find success
in their life.
Just the titles of the first five songs, “It’s Too Late”, “Lie,
Lie, Lie”, “Rescue Me”, “Pain” and “Good and Gone”
are testaments to the struggles he encountered, from
his mother leaving home when he was very young, to a
difficult breakup with a partner in 2021, while losing the
support of performing in front of a supportive crowd due
to the pandemic shutdown. The last six songs refocus
the emotional atmosphere to that of new hopes with
“Blood on the Tracks”, “Hard Working Man”, and “Aim
High”. “Dark Cloud” and “Whisper” tell of his selfawareness and of not reliving the mistakes of the past.
The collection ends with an amazing gutsy “Blues Worse
Than I Ever Had” that hints at his struggles with drugs
and suicidal ideations, and his internal growth.
Continued on page 7
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CABS HIGHLIGHT REEL

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERV BATES
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Continued from page 5

Dan Auerbach makes sure that each song is individual,
with King delivering distinct lyrical phrasing in both the
music and words that keeps the entire collection of songs
moving forward and ready to play all over again. King
shows he has not lost anything; his riffs are clear and
hard, and fast when needed, filled with deep emotion,
and purposeful when called upon.

Young Blood may be a defining moment in this young
man’s life as he attempts to shrug off losses and personal
heartbreaks to move forward. He is fully aware that he is
in the same stage of life that took his idols Paul Kossoff
of Free, Jimi Hendrix, and Janis Joplin, to name a few.
He now has a new lease on life, eating healthier, daily
exercise, an upcoming marriage to vocalist Briley Hussey
in 2023, and his drug use in the past. He is having fun
without the pressures. When he started this project, deep
in depression he was sure that it would be his last effort,
so he knew it had to be the best work he had ever done.
Thankfully, he has been relaxing in Tuscany finishing up
another new record due for a 2023 release, something
for which his many fans can look forward to with great
anticipation. What King leaves us with in “Young Blood” is
proof of a musician at the top of his game, an expanded
awareness of self and his skill set reaching ever higher.
If you want to catch Marcus King live in concert,
he will be playing the Filmore in Detroit on October 22nd.

WIN THIS SIGNED GUITAR!!!
CABS is giving you an opportunity to win a guitar
signed by artists from the 2017 and 2022 Michigan
Blues Festivals. This guitar has been signed by Blues
artists such as Karen Lovely, Chris Canas, The War and
Treaty, Big B and the Actual Proof and the list goes on.
Accompanied with the guitar, will be posters from each
of the 2017 and 2022 Blues Festivals. A perfect edition
to a Blues lover’s collection of memorabilia to display.
Raffle tickets are $5 each and only 200 will be sold
making your chances of winning excellent indeed. The
drawing will be held when the last ticket is sold. You
do not need to be present to win. CABS will be selling
the raffle tickets at each of our events starting with the
October 9th Blues Brawl at the Green Door. Come on
out, get your tickets and enjoy some great music.

Ambassador Blues Quiz
Quiz question located on page 5.

ANSWER: Big Mama Thornton — 1953
“Hound Dog” was Big Mama Thornton’s only hit record,
selling over 500,000 copies and
spending 14 weeks in the Rhythm & Blues charts.
Her recording of “Hound Dog” is listed as one of the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame’s
“500 Songs That Shaped Rock and Roll”
and was inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 2013.
The Blues Ambassador / October 2022
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Thank You to our Business Members!
DON KELLER SIDING & WINDOWS
(517) 622-1111 • DonKeller.com
LEONE LAW ASSOCIATES PLLC
(517) 701-2000 • LeoneLawAssociates.com
COMPLETE PLUMBING
(517) 627-7498 • CompletePlumbing-Inc.com

Capital Area Blues Society
P.O.Box 1004
Okemos, MI 48805-1004

CLINE, CLOSE DYER PLLC
(989) 832-1770 • MidlandMiLawyers.com

 No need to be blue, just RENEW!

A & S DRUMS
(517) 230-9185 • AandSDrums.com

If the box above is marked in blue, your
membership is expired or expiring soon.
Join CABS or renew your membership and
help keep the roots growing!

GREEN DOOR BAR AND GRILL
(517) 482-6376 • GreenDoorLive.com
Special thanks to Liquid Web for hosting
the Capital Area Blues Society website!

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Support the blues by becoming a member
of the Capital Area Blues Society and receive
regular publications of The Blues Ambassador .
 New Member 		
 Renewing Member

 I would like to be a CABS volunteer!
 Update My Contact Information

Name(s)

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP - Please Select One

Individual .................................................................................... $20 
Family (Two adults in same Household) .......................................... $30 
Artist/Solo .................................................................................... $30 
(One free ¼ page and member card)
Artist/Band .................................................................................. $40 
(One free ¼ page and member card per band member)

Address
City
Phone (

Please send completed form to:
CABS Membership PO Box 1004, Okemos, MI 48805-1004

State
)

Email

BAND & SPONSOR INFO
Band/Sponsor Name
Primary Band/Sponsor Name & Phone

Additional Band/Sponsor Contact(s)

Zip

Wordly Sage (Age 60 and over) ...................................................... $15 
Blues Scholar (With College ID) ..................................................... $15 
Youngblood (Ages 14-20) .............................................................Free 
Business Sponsor ....................................................................... $100 
(Listing with contact info, two ads, and two CABS membership cards)
Donation to CABS .................................................................. $_____ 
Payment Method
 Check Payable to CABS		
 Cash
CABS Use Only		

 PayPal at capitalareablues.org

 Check

 Cash

 PayPal

AMT Received $ ______________________ Received by __________
Website

Capital Area Blues Society is a 501(c) ( 3) organization

